Lesson Plan: Andrea Fishman’s “Becoming Literate: A Lesson from the Amish” 
(Charles Hunter Joplin, USM English Dept., 23 Sept. 2015)*

Objective: To continue our class’ discussion of field research and to integrate the concept of angle, to prepare them to write a 4-6 page long analytical report on a discourse community of their choice.

Total Estimated Time: 45-50 minutes.

Work Completed Before Class: Students have read “Becoming Literate: A Lesson from the Amish” on our Blackboard page. Students practiced field research in the library the day before.

1. Ask students how they’re doing and hand them back their graded observations from the previous class. (1-3 minutes)  

2. List the different modes of field research that they used on the board and discuss the potential benefits of each mode. Explain that they are free to use any mode so long as it is useful and they understand why they are using that mode. (8-10 minutes)

3. Ask students if they are familiar with the Amish, then play a brief video clip of an Amish community (5-10 minutes, depends on prior knowledge of Amish)

4. Pull up Fishman essay on projector. Ask students what they thought of the essay if they like or disliked it. Ask them if they were confused by what they read. (1-2 minutes)

5. Begin a more focused discussion of what constitutes an angle and where to find it. Give students time to read through the essay and try to find certain lines and/or paragraphs that clearly state the author’s angle. (5-10 minutes)

6. If and when we identify the angle, discuss its validity and its relevancy to the essay as a whole. Reinforce the necessity of non-biased objectivity in an angle. (5-10 minutes)

7. Remind students of their homework for Friday (BB “The Invisible Burn) and that they should already be planning for their essay. (Close of day)

*Developed through the David Grant, Brandeis University
